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Amendments to the Claims : 

1. (original) A drive mechanism for moving a sliding door relative to an 
enclosure, said sliding door having a first lateral side and a second lateral side, said drive 
mechanism comprising: 

a drive assembly comprising: 

a first drive subassembly that is adjacent said first lateral side of said 
sliding door; and 

a second drive subassembly that is adjacent said second lateral side of 
said sliding door; and 
a door linking assembly that is configured to be moved between: 

(A) a first position, in which said door linking assembly is positioned to 
link said sliding door to said drive assembly and thereby allow said drive 
assembly to slide said sliding door relative to said enclosure; and 

(B) a second position, in which said door linking assembly is not 
positioned to link said sliding door to said drive assembly. 

2. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 1, wherein said first and second 
doors are positioned in a substantially vertical array. 

3. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 1, wherein said drive 
mechanism comprises a door linking assembly drive mechanism that is configured for 
moving said door linking assembly between said first and second positions. 

4. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 1, wherein said door linking 
assembly is adapted to link said sliding door to said first drive subassembly when said 
door linking assembly is in said first position. 
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5. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 4> wherein said door linking 
assembly is adapted so that when said door linking assembly is in said second position, 
said door linking assembly is positioned to prevent a user from opening said sliding door. 

6. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 1, wherein said door linking 
assembly is adapted to link said sliding door to both said first drive subassembly and said 
second drive subassembly when said door linking assembly is in said first position. 

7. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 6, wherein said door linking 
assembly is adapted so that when said door linking assembly is in said second position, 
said door linking assembly is positioned to prevent a user from opening said sliding door. 

8. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 7, wherein said door linking 
assembly is configured to engage a restricting member adjacent said sliding door when 
said door linking assembly is in said second position and thereby prevent said user from 
opening said sliding door. 

9. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 8, wherein: 

said restricting member is a first restricting member that is located adjacent said 
first lateral side of said sliding door; and 

said door linking assembly is configured to engage both said first restricting 
member and a second restricting member when said door linking assembly is in said 
second position, said second restricting member being located adjacent said second 
lateral side of said sliding door. 

10. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 1, wherein said door linking 
assembly is configured so that when said door linking assembly is in said second 
position, said door linking assembly is positioned to prevent a user from opening said 
sliding door. 
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11. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 10, wherein said door linking 
assembly is adapted to engage a restricting member adjacent said sliding door when said 
door linking assembly is in said second position and thereby prevent said user from 
opening said sliding door. 

1 2. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 11, wherein: 

said restricting member is a first restricting member that is located adjacent said 
first lateral side of said sliding door; and 

said door linking assembly is configured to engage both said first restricting 
member and a second restricting member when said door linking assembly is in said 
second position, said second restricting member being located adjacent said second 
lateral side of said sliding door. 

13. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 1, wherein said door linking 
assembly comprises a rotatable member that is adapted so that: 

when said door linking assembly is in said first position, said rotatable member is 
in a first angular orientation in which said rotatable member engages said drive assembly 
so that said drive assembly is in driving engagement with said sliding door; and 

when said door linking assembly is in said second position, said rotatable member 
is in a second angular orientation in which said rotatable member does not engage said 
drive assembly in a manner that causes said drive assembly to be in driving engagement 
with said sliding door, 

14. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 13, wherein said rotatable 
member is adapted so that when said door linking assembly is in said second position, 
said rotatable member engages a restricting member adjacent said door. 
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15. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 14, wherein said rotatable 
member is adapted so that: 

when said door linking assembly is in said first position, a first portion of said 
rotatable member engages said drive assembly; and 

when said door linking assembly is in said second position, a second portion of 
said rotatable member engages said restricting member. 

16. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 15, wherein: 

said first portion of said rotatable member is a first elongate portion of said 
rotatable member, and 

said second portion of said rotatable member is a second elongate portion of said 
rotatable member. 

17. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 16, wherein said rotatable 
member is substantially U-shaped. 

18. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 16, wherein said rotatable 
member is substantially V-shaped. 



19. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 1 7 wherein said door linking 
assembly is configured to prevent said user from opening said sliding door by 
simultaneously engaging a first restricting member adjacent said first lateral side of said 
sliding door, and engaging a second restricting member adjacent a second lateral side of 
said sliding door. 
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20. (canceled) 

21. (canceled) 

22. (currently amended) A dispenser for dispensing item s to a user, said 
dispenser comprising: 

a plurality of compartments^ each of said compartments defining an interior 
portion and an opening through which a user may access items stored within said 
interior portion; 

a first sliding door that is positioned to selectively restrict access to a first one 
of said compartments by sliding between a first-door closed position, in which said 
first sliding door prevents users from accessing an interior portion of said first 
compartment and a first-door open position, in which said first sliding door allows 
users to access said interior portion of said first compartment said first sliding door 
being positioned in front of an access opening of said first compartment when said 
first sliding door is in said first-door closed position, and said first sliding door being 
positioned substantially below said access opening of said first compartment when 
said first sliding door is in said first-door open position; 

a second sliding door that is positioned to selectively restrict access to a 
second one of said compartments by sliding between a second-door closed position, 
in which said second sliding door prevents users from accessing an interior portion 
of said second compartment and a second-door open position, in which said second 
sliding door allows users to access said interior portion of said second compartment 
said second sliding door being positioned in front of an access opening of said 
second compartment when said second sliding door is in said second-door closed 
position, and said second sliding door being positioned substantially above said 
access opening of said second compartment when said second sliding door is in said 
second-door open position; and The dispenser of Claim 20, furth e r - ce mprisiBe 

a single drive assembly that is adapted to: 

6 
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move said first door between said first-door open position and first-door 
closed position; and 

move said second door between said second-door open position and 
second-door closed position. 

23. (currently amended) A dispenser for dispensing items t o a user, said 
dispenser comprising: 

a plurality of compartments, each of said com partments defining an interior 
portion and an opening through which a user may access item s stored within said 
interior portion; 

a first sliding door that is positioned to selectively rest rict access to a first one 
of said compartments bv sliding between a first-door closed po sition T in which said 
first sliding door prevents users from accessing an i nterior portion of said first 
compartment and a first-door open position, in which said firs t sliding door allows 
users to access said interior portion of said first compartment, said fir st sliding door 
being positioned in front of an access opening of said first compartm ent when said 
first sliding door is in said first-door closed position, and said first sliding d oor being 
positioned substantially below said access opening of said first compa rtment when 
said first sliding door is in said first-door open position; 

a second sliding door that is positioned to selectively restri ct access to a 
second one of said compartments bv sliding between a second-door c losed position, 
in which said second sliding door prevents users from accessing an int erior portion 
of said second compartment and a second-door open position, i n which said second 
sliding door allows users to access said interior portion of said s econd compartment 
said second sliding door being positioned in front of an access opening of said 
second compartment when said second sliding do or is in said second-door closed 
position, and said second sliding door being positioned substa ntially above said 
access opening of said second compartment when said second s liding door is in said 
second-door open position: and The di s pen s er of Clnim^O, further compri s ing 
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a third sliding door that is positioned to selectively restrict access to a third one of 
said compartments by sliding between a third-door closed position, in which said third 
sliding door prevents users from accessing an interior portion of said third compartment, 
and a third-door open position, in which said third sliding door allows users to access said 
interior portion of said third compartment, said third sliding door being positioned in 
front of an access opening of said third compartment when said third sliding door is in 
said door-compartment closed position, and said third sliding door being positioned 
substantially above said access opening of said third compartment when said third sliding 
door is in said third-door open position. 

24. (original) The dispenser of Claim 23, further comprising a single drive 
assembly that is adapted to: 

move said first door between said first-door open position and first-door closed 

position; 

move said second door between said second-door open position and second-door 
closed position; and 

move said third door between said third-door open position and third-door closed 
position. 

25. (original) The dispenser of Claim 23, wherein said first sliding door is 
disposed adjacent a top portion of said dispenser when said first sliding door is in said 
first-door closed position. 

26. (canceled) 
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27. (currently amended) A dispenser for dispensing item s to a user, said 
dispenser comprising: 

a plurality of compartments, each of said compartments defining an interior 
portion and an opening through which a user may access items stored within said 
interior portion; 

a first sliding door that is associated with a first one of said compartments 
and that is positioned to selectively restrict access to said first one of said 
compartments by sliding, in a substantially vertical direction^ between a first-door 
closed position* in which said first sliding door prevents users from accessing an 
interior portion of said first compartment, and a first-door open position, in which 
said first sliding door allows users to access said interior portion of said first 
compartment; 

a second sliding door that is associated with a second one of said 
compartments, and that is positioned to selectively restrict access to said second one 
of said compartments by sliding, in a substantially vertical direction, between a 
second-door closed position, in which said second slid ing dnn r prevents nsers from 
accessing an interior portion of said second compartment, and a second-door open 
position, in which said second sliding door allows users to access said interior 
portion of said second compartment: and The di s penser of Claim 26, further 
compri s ing 

a single drive assembly that is adapted to: 

move said first door between said first-door open position and first-door 

closed position; and 

move said second door between said second-door open position and 

second-door closed position. 
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28. (canceled) 



29. (canceled) 
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30. A dispenser for dispensing items to a user, said dispense r comprising: 
a plurality of compartments, each of said compartments defini ng an interior 

portion and an opening ttirongh which a nser may access items stored within said 

interior portion; 

a first sliding door that is associated with a firs t one of said compartments. 
and that is positioned to selectively restr i ct access to said first one of said 
rnmnartments by sliding, in a substantially ver tical direction, between a first-door 
closed position, in which said first sliding door prev ents users from accessing an 
interior portion of said first compartment, and a firs t-door open position, in which 
said first sliding door allows users to access said interior portion of said first 
compartment; 

a second sliding door that is associated with a s econd one of said 
compartments, and that is positioned to se lectively restrict access to said second one 
of said compartments by sliding, in a sub stantially vertical direction, between a 
second-door closed position, in which said second ^Hing door prevents users from 
accessing an interior portion of said second compartment, and a sec ond-door open 
position, in which said second sliding door allows users to access said interior 
portion of said second compartment; 

a third sliding door that is positioned to selectively r estrict access to a third 
one of said compartments bv sliding, in a substantially verti cal direction, between a 
third-door closed position, in which said third sliding doo r prevents users from 
accessing an interior portion of said third compartment, and a third-door open 
position, in which said third sliding door allows users to access said interior portion 
of said third compartment; and The di& pc nscr of Claim 2 8 , fuit hp r co i m p rfc inc 
a single drive assembly that is adapted to: 

move said first door between said first-door open position and 
first-door closed position; 

move said second door between said second-door open position 
and second-door closed position; and 

11 i 
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move said third door between said third-door open position and 
third-door closed position. 

31. (canceled) 

32. (original) A dispenser for dispensing items to a user, said dispenser 
comprising: 

a compartment that defines both an interior portion and an opening through which 
a user may access said interior portion; 

a sliding door that is adapted to selectively restrict access to said compartment by 
sliding between a door closed position, in which said sliding door prevents users from 
accessing said interior portion of said compartment, and a door open position, in which 
said sliding door allows users to access said interior portion of said compartment; 

a door support that is adapted to support said sliding door when said sliding door 
is in said door closed position, said door support being adapted to be moved from a first 
position in which said door support is positioned to support said door when said door is in 
said door closed position, and a second position in which said door support is not 
positioned to support said door when said door is in said door closed position; and 

a drive mechanism that is adapted to move said sliding door from said door closed 
position to an intermediate position in which said door support is out of supporting 
engagement with said sliding door. 

33. (original) The dispenser of Claim 32, wherein said drive mechanism is a 
first drive mechanism and said dispenser further comprises a second drive mechanism for 
moving said door support between said first and second positions. 
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34. (original) The dispenser of Claim 33, wherein said second drive 
mechanism is configured to move said door support from said first position to said 
second position while said door is in said intermediate position, and said first drive 
mechanism is configured to move said sliding door from said intermediate position to 
said door open position after said second drive mechanism has moved said door support 
into said second position. 

35. (original) The dispenser of Claim 32, wherein said door support is 
extended when in said first position and retracted when in said second position. 
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36. (canceled) 

37. (canceled) 

38. (currently amended) A method of dispensing items to a customer, 
said method comprising: 

providing a first door that is adapted to selectively restrict access to a first set 
of one or more items bv sliding in a first substantially vertical direction relative to a 
dispenser; 

providing a second door that is adapted to selectively restrict access to a 
second set of one or more items bv sliding in a second substantially vertical direction 
relative to said dispenser, said second substantially vertical direction being 
substantially opposite said first substantially vertical direction; and The method of 
Claim 36, further compri s ing the step of 

providing a single drive assembly that is adapted to: 

move said first door in said first substantially vertical direction; and 
move said second door in said second substantially vertical direction. 

39. (canceled) 

40. (canceled) 
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41. (currently amended) A method of dispensln p items to a customer. 
said method comprising: 

providing a first door that is adapted to selectively rest rict access to a first set 
of one or more items by sliding in a first substantially v ertical direction relative to a 
dispenser; 

providing a second door that is adapted to selectively restrict access to a 
second set of one or more items bv sliding in a second substantially vertical direction 
relative to said dispenser, said second substantially ve rtical direction being 
substantially opposite said first substantially verti cal direction: 

providing a third user door that is adapted to selective ly allow access to a 
third set of one or more items bv moving in said second s ubstantially vertical 
direction relative to said dispenser: The method of Claim 3P, further eomprising - th e 

providing a single drive assembly that is adapted to: 

move said first door in said first substantially vertical direction; 

and 

move said second and third doors in said second substantially 
vertical direction. 

42. (currently amended) The dispen s er method of Claim 41, wherein said 
single drive assembly is further adapted to move said third door between said third-door 
open position and third-door closed position. 



15 



i 



PAGE 16723 * RCVD AT 11/9/2005 9:07:20 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6f26 • DNIS:2738300 * CSID:40488ir777 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-32 i 



Nov-09-2005 09:09pm Frora-ALSTON AND BIRD 



4048817777 



T-221 P. 01 7/023 F-999 



Appl.No.: 10/671,301 

Amdt dated 11/09/2005 

Reply to Office action of August 9, 2005 



43. (canceled) 

44. (currently amended) A drive mechanism for moving a sliding door 
relative to an enclosure, said drive mechanism comprising: 

a drive assembly; 

a door linking assembly that is configured to be moved between: 

fA^ a first position, in which said door linking assembly is positioned 
to link said sliding door to said drive assembly, and thereby allow said drive 
assembly to slide said door relative to said enclosure; and 

CB) a second position, in which said door linking assembly is 
positioned to prevent a user from moving said sliding door into an open 
position The drive mechanism of Claim 4 3 , wherein: 

said drive assembly comprises a first drive subassembly and a 

second drive subassembly; and 

said door linking assembly links said sliding door to both said first 

drive subassembly and said second drive subassembly when said door 

linking assembly is in said first position. 

45. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 44, wherein said first and 
second drive subassemblies are disposed adjacent opposite lateral sides of said sliding 
door. 
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46. (currently amended) A drive mechanism for moving a sliding door 
relative to an enclosure, said drive mechanism comprising: 
a drive assembly: 

a rinnr Unking assembly that is configured to be moved between: 

(A> a first position, in which said door linking assem bly is positioned 

to link said sliding door to said drive assembly, and thereby allow said drive 

assembly to slide said door relative to said enclosure; and 

OS) a second position, in which said door linking assembly is 

positioned to prevent a user from moving said sliding doo r into an open 

position The dri v e mechanism of Claim 13 , wherein: 

said door linking assembly is configured to engage a restricting member 

adjacent said sliding door when said door linking assembly is in said second 

position and thereby prevent said user from opening said sliding door. 
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47. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 46, wherein: 

said restricting member is a first restricting member that is located adjacent said 

first lateral side of said sliding door, and 

said door linking assembly is configured to engage both said first restricting 

member and a second restricting member when said door Unking assembly is in said 

second position, said second restricting member being located adjacent said second 

lateral side of said sliding door. 
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48. (currently amended) A drive mechanism for moving a sliding door 
relative to an enclosure, said drive mechanism comprising: 

a drive assembly; 

a door linking assembly that is configured to be moved between: 

(A) a first position, in which said door linking assembly is positioned 
to link said sliding door to said drive assembly, and thereby aMow said drive 
assembly to slide said door relative to said enclosure: and 

(B) a second position, in which said door linking assembly is 
positioned to prevent a nser from moving said sliding door into an open 
position The drive m e chanism of Claim 43 , wherein: 

said door linking assembly comprises a rotatable member that is adapted 

so that: 

when said door linking assembly is in said first position, said 
rotatable member is in a first angular orientation in which said rotatable 
member engages said drive assembly so that said drive assembly is in 
driving engagement with said sliding door; and 

when said door linking assembly is in said second position, said 
rotatable member is in a second angular orientation in which said rotatable 
member does not engage said drive assembly in a manner that causes said 
drive assembly to be in driving engagement with said sliding door. 

49. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 48, wherein said rotatable 
member is adapted so that when said door linking assembly is in said second position, 
said rotatable member engages a restricting member adjacent said door. 
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50. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 49, wherein said rotatable 
member is adapted so that: 

when said door linking assembly is in said first position, a first portion of said 
rotatable member engages said drive assembly; and 

when said door linking assembly is in said second position, a second portion of 
said rotatable member engages said restricting member. 

5 1 . (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 50, wherein: 

said first portion of said rotatable member is a first elongate portion of said 
rotatable member; and 

said second portion of said rotatable member is a second elongate portion of said 
rotatable member. 

52. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 51, wherein said rotatable 
member is substantially U-shaped. 

53. (original) The drive mechanism of Claim 51, wherein said rotatable 
member is substantially V-shaped. 
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